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Tax Day for individuals extended to May 17: Treasury, 
IRS extend filing and payment deadline

WASHINGTON — The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue 
Service announced today that the federal income tax filing due date for 
individuals for the 2020 tax year will be automatically extended from 
April 15, 2021, to May 17, 2021. The IRS will be providing formal 
guidance in the coming days. 

“This continues to be a tough time for many people, and the IRS wants 
to continue to do everything possible to help taxpayers navigate the 
unusual circumstances related to the pandemic, while also working on 
important tax administration responsibilities,” said IRS Commissioner 
Chuck Rettig. “Even with the new deadline, we urge taxpayers to 
consider filing as soon as possible, especially those who are owed 
refunds. Filing electronically with direct deposit is the quickest way to 
get refunds, and it can help some taxpayers more quickly receive any 
remaining stimulus payments they may be entitled to.” 

Individual taxpayers can also postpone federal income tax payments 
for the 2020 tax year due on April 15, 2021, to May 17, 2021, without 
penalties and interest, regardless of the amount owed. This 
postponement applies to individual taxpayers, including individuals 
who pay self-employment tax. Penalties, interest and additions to tax 
will begin to accrue on any remaining unpaid balances as of May 17, 
2021. Individual taxpayers will automatically avoid interest and 
penalties on the taxes paid by May 17. 

Individual taxpayers do not need to file any forms or call the IRS to 
qualify for this automatic federal tax filing and payment relief. Individual 
taxpayers who need additional time to file beyond the May 17 deadline 
can request a filing extension until Oct. 15 by filing Form 4868 through 
their tax professional, tax software or using the Free File link on 
IRS.gov. Filing Form 4868 gives taxpayers until Oct. 15 to file their 
2020 tax return but does not grant an extension of time to pay taxes 

TTax Deadline Extension

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL3doYXRzLWhvdCJ9.2EA7uMD-cJyWmfb-kMp-1F96PcPjWYnyF96vYMl8oco/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL25ld3MtcmVsZWFzZXMtZm9yLWN1cnJlbnQtbW9udGgifQ.xDbFWz1tp7fOn32se_Rb5KQpqEIZDAgy3fNSucf8KKc/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L2Fib3V0LWlycy9pcnMtdGhlLWJhc2ljcyJ9.MMAq1U1hkqRWpuMhE65DFtfEKm1k540nqAMU5cL49X4/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL3VuZGVyc3RhbmRpbmctaXJzLWd1aWRhbmNlLWEtYnJpZWYtcHJpbWVyIn0.qyDCCnIGZ2rmzJZf9-1_qcJV7KOnvFOXCEj6iWds-yw/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL2lycy1tZWRpYS1yZWxhdGlvbnMtb2ZmaWNlLWNvbnRhY3QtbnVtYmVyIn0.U5nD3iElGWVjfZL3mBmlYDw0WPnwThql5eEAr0NEOT8/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL2ZhY3Qtc2hlZXRzIn0.aJRAhj2WGvA3YPNg-TzH-mWCmw1Gr7-gx-8wIq126fs/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL2Fyb3VuZC10aGUtbmF0aW9uIn0.2-elBdUdQNV2O-FzMms6B-B0zBeEPVSdt6qpm38ZnuI/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL2UtbmV3cy1zdWJzY3JpcHRpb25zIn0.DjruS6ollj6pklg5kCyAWihlBr09eOHEgDmYhFYrHLI/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL211bHRpbWVkaWEtY2VudGVyIn0.-cFPK5Yr8Cv3VcBdh6ygNlg503Pw4VKD60qZjt5Lj_s/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L2VzL3NwYW5pc2gvbm90aWNpYXMtZW4tZXNwYW5vbCJ9.YvA9qlVIkuFGRRNgM2mXIl7Ybv-Zfc2eg__S45zVclE/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL2lycy1yYWRpby1wc2FzIn0.8p87qTAcakCiVNHrnoM03ZnuyYNJEQgzWt1GE6IjA6A/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL3RheC1zY2Ftcy1jb25zdW1lci1hbGVydHMifQ.NcpSQGyUic7sjgAApY53DFWTuX8h33IrdoPm5HcqHQw/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL3RoZS10YXgtZ2FwIn0.aV21bfNXvMgfrHwIn3PqPdAmtMMkvcFJPzejwQ20CnY/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL2ZhY3Qtc2hlZXRzIn0.s9rFtnaMlXpU1XqXPZu7MjVvkLisZ0B7JCFc36UzkBo/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL2lycy10YXgtdGlwcyJ9.-Jgiwx4lBF6ijDSiEMhwXTSdf7YcnStDyLATNvtYIy4/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L25ld3Nyb29tL3RheC1pbmZvcm1hdGlvbi1mb3ItbWVtYmVycy1vZi10aGUtdXMtYXJtZWQtZm9yY2VzIn0.eZYAenxILChwUB0An2kkWrPvoRH7uSluq6yhR6Y4m1o/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L2Zvcm1zLXB1YnMvYWJvdXQtZm9ybS00ODY4In0.A_X-qfZokSwMvYc9xrIa57gcaz4ZA9MNCfseFDsyTgQ/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcyMDk5MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pcnMuZ292L2ZpbGluZy9mcmVlLWZpbGUtZG8teW91ci1mZWRlcmFsLXRheGVzLWZvci1mcmVlIn0.udhsMd1CW67IIjMDXLcuTdjdqEOgHZ9cl-dYGkoQO3M/s/14291780/br/100273113042-l


Latest News Home 

 

IRS Resources 

Compliance & Enforcement 

Contact My Local Office 

Filing Options 

Forms & Instructions 

Frequently Asked Questions 

News 

Taxpayer Advocate 

Where to File 

IRS Social Media 

 

due. Taxpayers should pay their federal income tax due by May 17, 
2021, to avoid interest and penalties. 

The IRS urges taxpayers who are due a refund to file as soon as 
possible. Most tax refunds associated with e-filed returns are issued 
within 21 days. 

This relief does not apply to estimated tax payments that are due on 
April 15, 2021. These payments are still due on April 15. Taxes must 
be paid as taxpayers earn or receive income during the year, either 
through withholding or estimated tax payments. In general, estimated 
tax payments are made quarterly to the IRS by people whose income 
isn't subject to income tax withholding, including self-employment 
income, interest, dividends, alimony or rental income. Most taxpayers 
automatically have their taxes withheld from their paychecks and 
submitted to the IRS by their employer. 

State tax returns 

The federal tax filing deadline postponement to May 17, 2021, only 
applies to individual federal income returns and tax (including tax on 
self-employment income) payments otherwise due April 15, 2021, not 
state tax payments or deposits or payments of any other type of 
federal tax. Taxpayers also will need to file income tax returns in 42 
states plus the District of Columbia. State filing and payment deadlines 
vary and are not always the same as the federal filing deadline. The 
IRS urges taxpayers to check with their state tax agencies for those 
details. 

Winter storm disaster relief for Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas 

Earlier this year, following the disaster declarations issued by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),  the IRS 
announced relief for victims of the February winter storms in Texas, 
Oklahoma and Louisiana. These states have until June 15, 2021, to 
file various individual and business tax returns and make tax 
payments. This extension to May 17 does not affect the June 
deadline.  

For more information about this disaster relief, visit the disaster relief 
page on IRS.gov. 
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Thank you for subscribing to the IRS Newswire, an IRS e-mail service. 

If you know someone who might want to subscribe to this mailing list, 
please forward this message to them so they can subscribe. 

This message was distributed automatically from the mailing list IRS 
Newswire. Please Do Not Reply To This Message. 
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